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Directions: Copy-edit the following paragraph using AP style the first time 
and Chicago style the second. 
 

AP Style 
It now seems faintly absurd that masses of Americans might ever have been expected to fall in 

line behind a military coup led by someone named Smedley Darlington Butler. Yet in 1933, 

alarmed by what they regarded as the creeping socialism of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal, 

some of America’s leading financiers, businessmen and socialites apparently did. Butler, a 

lavishly decorated Marine Corps general, would later testify to Congress’ Dickstein-McCormack 

Committee that he had been approached by Gerald MacGuire, a bond salesman for GMP 

Murphy & Co., in Fairfield, Conn., who had hatched a plan: Commanding an army of some 

500,000 veterans, Butler would overthrow FDR and take over as the country’s “secretary of 

general affairs,” scrapping the New Deal and returning the United States to a more market-

friendly course. For more on this era, see the book “The Defining Moment.”  

 

Chicago Style 
It now seems faintly absurd that masses of Americans might ever have been expected to fall in 

line behind a military coup led by someone named Smedley Darlington Butler. Yet in 1933, 

alarmed by what they regarded as the creeping socialism of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal, 

some of America’s leading financiers, businessmen, and socialites apparently did. Butler, a 

lavishly decorated Marine Corps general, would later testify to Congress’s Dickstein-

McCormack Committee that he had been approached by Gerald MacGuire, a bond salesman 

for GMP Murphy & Co., in Fairfield, Connecticut, who had hatched a plan: commanding an army 

of some 500,000 veterans, Butler, would overthrow FDR and take over as the country’s 

“secretary of general affairs,” scrapping the New Deal and returning the United States to a more 

market-friendly course. For more on this era, see the book The Defining Moment.  
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